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Learning Formulaic Sequences at a Japanese University:

Flashcards, Tasks, and Speaking Practice
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MXNEOHEE Ms. Shiiba's thesis addressed the issue of formulaic sequences (FSs),

including phrasal verbs (PVs) and collocations. She conducted 4 different
experiments to test methods to more effectively learn these difficult but crucial
items in English. F'S play an important in natural language usage, enabling
non-native speakers to express complex ideas fluently and accurately. Her
findings revealed: (1) learners achieved remarkable memorization rates for PVs
by using an electronic flashcards system, even after a semester after the study
period was over and students did not continue to study; and (2) incorporating
speaking activities along with flashcards proved beneficial for increased usage

of PVs in spontaneous speech.
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The entire committee found that Ms. Shiiba's revised thesis was an
excellent piece of scholarship. Ms. Shiiba underwent many rounds of criticism
and revision but the committee felt her underlying research was valid and
commendable, and in the end the writing was revised to meet the demands of
all of the committee members.
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